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SPRAGUE ELECTRIC DEVELOPS HIGH VOLTAGE To Its Stockholders 


Coupling Capacitor 
for Rural Telephone 

Hailed As Outstanding 

Research Accomplishment 

Technical and Manufacturing Im¬ 
provements Reduce Unit Price to 
Less Than J of Original Price. 

The development by Sprague Elec¬ 
tric Company by 1941 of the only 
practical solution to the coupling de¬ 
vice problem has now made low cost 
carrier current telephone systems pos¬ 
sible for the modern electrified farm or 
rural home. It has been praised as a 
research accomplishment which has | 
salvaged from failure the entire rural 
carrier current telephone problem in 
this country by meeting the need for a 
low cost, safe, coupling means. 

Large Scale Electrification 
of Farm Areas 

For some years it had been econom¬ 
ically impossible to bring telephone 
service to certain rural areas, and in 
particular to isolated farms, because 
of the high cost of setting up poles and 
running lines. The large scale elec¬ 
trification of farm areas carried out by 
R. E. A. and public utilities in the ten 
years prior to the war brought electric 
power service to a substantial portion 
of farms which had never had this 
service before. The American Tele¬ 
phone & Telegraph Company, through 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories, con¬ 
ceived the idea of providing telephone 
service to these farms by means of 
carrier current telephony directly over 
the power line which already existed 
on the farm, without the necessity of 
running new lines or erecting poles. 

Old Type Coupling Capacitors 
Economica 11 y 1 mpossi Lie 

The telephone system developed by 
the Bell Laboratories for this purpose 
required a safe means of coupling the 
subscriber’s telephone equipment to 
the 7200 volt distribution lines used 
on the R. E. A. system. Exploration 
of various means of accomplishing this 
coupling indicated that a capacitor 
might be used. Examination of the 
various types of coupling capacitors 
known at that time indicated that the 
cost of the coupling capacitor, to meet 
the service requirements, would be as 
much or more than the total installa¬ 
tion of the subscriber’s telephone, 
making this method economically im¬ 
possible. 

(Continued on page 3) 


11 YAH! HIGH UP IN THE WORLD! 



In cloud or sunshine, peace or war, the linesman keeps communica¬ 
tions at peak efficiency. Here he is, installing a Sprague Carrier Current 
Coupling Capacitor which helps make it possible to provide telephone 
service to remote electrified farm areas by utilizing the existing power 
lines. 

Sprague Electric Exhibits At 

I. R. E. Convention - New York City 

Over 120 Manufacturers Represented 


10,000 People Registered 

The Sprague Electric Company ex¬ 
hibited their many products at the 
Institute of Radio Engineers Annual 
Convention at Grand Central Palace, 
New York City, from March 3 through 
March 6. They were part of the 
exhibit at which over one hundred and 
twenty manufacturers were represent¬ 
ed. 

Components most prominently dis¬ 
played were those which were of most 
interest to radio engineers, since indust¬ 
rial type equipment had been displayed 
at the previous f.R.E. Convention in 
January. It is interesting to note 


that over seven hundred written in¬ 
quiries requesting further information 
on these components were received—to 
say nothing of the thousands of ques¬ 
tions answered verbally during the 
week by our men in attendance. Over 
ten thousand persons were officially 
registered at the Convention. 

Sprague men manned the booth, 
and greeted visitors during each nine- 
hour period of the week. Those at¬ 
tending were Messrs. L. Shuey, P. B. 
Alger, J. M. Allison, R. Peters, G. 
Seidman, S. Lubin of the home plant, 
and Mr. John Michaels from our New 
(Continued on page 2) 


Published This Week 

Copies of the 1946 annual report to the 1040 stock¬ 
holders of the Sprague Electric Company have been 
placed in the mail this week and the Company is pleased 
to publish in this issue of the LOG the information and 
material which are believed to be of interest to its em¬ 
ployees. The report, which covers the twentieth year of 
operation of the Company, includes the following analysis 
of operations for the year ended December 31, 1946. 

Basic Figures from the 1946 Annual Report 
To Stockholders of the 
Sprague Electric Company 

$10,767,483 Sales made to customers 

119,478 Other income 

$10,886,961 Total Sales and Income 

3,956,416 Paid for raw materials, power, fuel, and 
_ other purchased items which we used 

$ 6,930,545 Available for the balance of the needs of 
the business and used as follows: 

$ 5,346,314 Wages and Salaries 

662,822 Taxes 

161,499 Wear and Tear on Plant and Equipment 
39,989 Interest on Borrowed Money 
365,420 Dividends to Stockholders 

354,501 Retained in business for working capital, 

plant expansion, and other needs of the 
business 

In his letter to the Stockholders Mr. Robert C. Sprague, 
President, stated: 

§ 

“Sprague Electric Company com¬ 
pleted its reconversion to peacetime 
operation during 1946, but full pro¬ 
duction was not reached until late in 
the year. One of the principal factors 
contributing to the delay was the fact 
we developed for the armed forces 
many new products which found in¬ 
creasing use in the latter phases of the 
war. As a result our military business 
increased after the end of the war in 
Europe, contrary to the experience of 
most companies. On V-J Day we had 
the largest military-order balance in 
our industry by a substantial margin 
and. since we were still expanding our 
facilities and tooling for new war 
products right up until V-J Day, re¬ 
arrangement of our facilities could not 
be undertaken until after that time. 

Moreover, many of these products 
were for use in the latest type of 
military equipment, a condition which 
made it necessary for us to manu¬ 
facture a number of them substantially 
beyond the end of the war and even 
well into 1946. 

Increased Efficiency of Employees 
“Another factor contributing to the 
delay was mentioned in our last year’s 
report: namely, that we were unable 


to come to an agreement on a wage 
policy with our employees in 1945 
following V-J Day and our manu¬ 
facturing operations as well as the 
tooling up for peacetime products were 
interrupted by a strike which was called 
on November I and not terminated 
until December 17, 1945. These cir¬ 
cumstances plus difficulties experienced 
in getting certain new machinery and 
materials limited our production during 
the first six months of the year. How¬ 
ever, with the aid of substantially in¬ 
creased efficiency on the part of em¬ 
ployees, production increased rapidly 
during the third quarter and we reached 
full peacetime capacity in the fourth 
quarter.” 

Future of Electrical and 
Electronic Fields 

The report discusses the extensive 
war time research by the electrical and 
electronic industries and its great in¬ 
fluence on the future of these industries 
as well as on the future of the Company. 
A number of fields are covered which 
are of prime importance and they are 
therefore quoted for our readers in 
the following paragraphs. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Sprague Electric Exhibits At I. R. E. Convention 


ihe conferences, technical sessions, and 
meetings held at the Commodore Hotel 
and in specially provided meeting 
rooms in the Grand Central Palace. 
They included Miss Sally White and 
Messrs. William Allison, J. K. Sprague, 
Harold Brafman, Leon Podolsky, Harr\ 
Kalker, Neal Welch, Fred Windover, 
Walter Clark; Representatives William 
Rutt, B. J. Fitzner, Otto Merkle, G. 
F. Petry, II. Reynolds, William Arnold, 
J. J. Tucker. Sarkes Tarzian, Sylvan 
Ginsburg, Wilmer Trinkle, C. W. 
Janton; and Advertising Represent¬ 
ative, Harry Bridge. 


Published by the SPRAGUE ELECTRIC CO., North Adams, Mass 
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Award Winner 

John Garner of the Marshall Street 
Machine Shop has been given an award 
for his recent suggestion, which met 
with the approval of the Suggestion 
Award Committee. Congratulations 
are in order to "Red" for his suggestion. 
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IBalter (£. tCanarirrf 


Walter C. Lavariere, who passed 
away March 7, 1947, came to work for 
the Sprague Electric Company in 
March of 1930, and was one of the 
oldest employees in length of service. 
He was first employed in the Wet 
Electrolytic Department, and during 
his employment here, there was scarcely 
a department with which he was not 
familiar. During his latter years of 
employment, he was connected with 
the Centrifuge Department, and since 
March 4, 1946, was Supervisor of the 
Centrifuge Department of D.T.Q. 

! Division. 

Walter took an active interest in the 
local Independent Condenser Workers 
Union, and was a member of its bar¬ 
gaining committee for a number of 
years. He was also very much inter¬ 
ested in athletics, and in earlier years 
of the Sprague Electric Company, was 
a member of the local football team 
and was an ardent fan in bowling 
activities. He was a member of the 
Recreation Committee for the city of 
North Adams, and took an active part 
in all questions pertaining to recreation¬ 
al activities of the city. 

He is survived by his wife, Alice, 
and his son, Richard. 

During his length of service with the 
Sprague Electric Company, he enjoyed 
a wide acquaintance with all the em¬ 
ployees of the Plants, and in his quiet 
and reserved way, had acquired many 
friends who will mourn his passing. 


Brown Street 

ght, Gloria Chiettini, Connie Davis, Laura Doran, Eleanor Felix, 
row, Della Keating, Felixienne LaBrecque, Elsie Leja, Gladys 
Doris Morey, Rita Mulqueen, Rita Sarnia, Thelma Sherman, 
epard, Louis Vincelette and Lyda White. 


Marshall Street 


, . Mary Daniels, Charles Felix, Eddie 
George Trombley and Anita Wojnicki. 


‘livery Sprague Worker an Assistant Reporter. 


irodiictinn was attained to support our military 
Main the freedom and security of our country, 
full, continuous and efficient production should 
lotion of all citizens . . . More production makes 
>r everyone . . . More goods help to prevent in- 
high cost of living . . . Steady production means 
<1 good wages . . . These are fundamental facts, 
matter what our job, no matter wliat company 
where we live in this l>est of all countries —the 


Country Edi 


Monday April 21, Date of Next Concert 
By Berkshire Community Orchestra. . . 


In the long run the consumer writes the ticket . . . Let's say 
you and I go into competition making radios and I set a price 
of $100 on mine and you price yours at $75. And let’s say your 
radio is just as good as mine. You’re going to get all the busi¬ 
ness unless I get my price down or make the value of my radio 
one third better than yours. 

So if I’ve got too much profit on my radio I’ll have to cut it 
way down or go out of business. Or if my costs for materials, 
or for wages, or for engineering (not to mention taxes and in¬ 
terest) are too high, I must still get my price down or go out of 
business. 

Now to get my price down to meet yours I must increase my 
efficiency and get faster production But that means there 
must still be a profit on my radio because this increased efficiency 
and higher production call for improved machinery, improved 
designing, improved methods, improved plant, all of which 
mean I have to have some money left over each year to put into 
all these So after all, my price tag has to carry a manufactur¬ 
ing profit if my radio is going to compete with your radio. 

If I can sell my radio for $75 the same as you do I can keep 
my plant running, but if I can't meet or beat your price I must 
close up Of course, I’m not making radios. I just pound a. 
typewriter. But anyway, that’s what I mean when I say that 
the consumer writes the ticket, and The Price Tag Always Has 
the Last Word! 

- - Yc Country Editor 

land that goes for ALL the 
country - all the way from 
North Adams, Mass, to 
San Diego, Cal.) 


Sprague Employees 
Contribute $1,545 
To Red Cross 


Sprague Sponsored Musical 
Organization To Play In 
Drury High Auditorium 

The Berkshire Community Orchestra 
of 65 musicians will present the second 


This program of light, colorful, 
symphonic music presented by such a 
balanced group should provide an even¬ 
ing of great enjoyment to the music 
loving public of this community. 

The future of the Berkshire Com¬ 
munity Orchestra is bright indeed, in 
view of the fact that a second orchestra, 
to be known as the "Berkshire Com¬ 
munity Preparatory Orchestra” is in 
the process of organization. This will 
be a sizeable group, designed to give 
instrumental and orchestral training 
to young musicians, and at the same 
time provide a pool of experienced 
musicians to supply the larger group. 

The Log urges all Sprague Employees 
who enjoy fine music to be present at I 
this concert. Those who were present 
at the December concert in Chapin 
Hall, Williamstown, can attest that 
all who attend the concert in Drury 
Auditorium on April 21, will be highly j 
rewarded. 


As of March 19, the drive for 1947 
Red Cross funds at Sprague Electric 
Company had produced the sizeable 
total of $1545. According to Mr. 
Arthur Mathews, head of Safety 
Engineering, who is in charge of the 


season, on 


Monday evening, April 21, 1947, at 
8:15 P.M. in the Drury High School 
Auditorium. The Orchestra, under 
the direction of Joaquin Nin-Culmeli, 
Artistic Director and Conductor will 
present the ‘‘Unfinished Symphony” 
by Schubert, "Symphony No. 24” by 
Mozart, and "L’Arlesienne Suite” by 
Bizet. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Orchestra have devoted themselves to 
building up the various string sections 
of the Orchestra to obtain a better 
balanced group. The string section 
now consists of 28 violins, 6 violas, 7 
cellos, and 4 basses, which, together 
with the existing wood-wind and brass 
sections form an excellent, well-bal¬ 
anced, symphony group. 


Did You Know That . . . 

Light bulb filaments rarely snap 
while lamps are burning because their 
operating heat keeps them flexible. 
Because the structure of the tungsten 
when the 


makes the wire “stiffen up’ 
lamp is cold, filament shock tests are 
made with unlighted incandescent 







SPRAGUE ELECTRIC LOG 


Page 3 


you CAN HELP PREVENT FIRES 

Protect Yourself! Protect Your Fellow Workers! 


Why do factories burn? Of course 
there are different reasons for different 
types of plains; special dangers accord¬ 
ing to the type of work and layout of 
the building. These are the hazards 
with which your plant management is 
concerned and the reason you have fire 
safety rules. 

After all, it is to your own interest 
to avert fire. You will be protecting 
your own life, and carelessness on your 
part could also affect your fellow work¬ 
ers as well. 

hires (anise Loss of 
\\ or kin”; Time 

hire can mean loss of work to you 
and your fellow workers. Although it 
does not always result in injury or 
loss of life*. It can damage equipment 
and materials so difficult to replace 
these days. Big fires can slow up 
production causing unnecessary un¬ 
employment. Remember a plant 
burned to tlu* ground is no place to 
work. 

Careful with 
Mulches ami (ligard tes 

What can you do? Be careful with 
matches and smoking equipment. They 
cause 10' , of all factor) fires. You 
may light a cigarette under a “no 
smoking” sign and get away with it 
once. If so, you are lucky . Your I 
carelessness could mean disaster to | 
others too. 

Gel Kid of Kuhhisln 
lings and Lit ter 

Spontaneous ignition accounts for 
V, of factory fires. Rubbish, trash, 
litter, old clothes and rags can ignite 
if left alone in a dark corner. It takes 
only ten hours. Be a minute man and 
keep your part of the plant neat and 
tidy. 


This Means ^ on 

Do you know how to use the fire 
fighting equipment? The first five 
minutes are more important than the 
next five hours. Make it your re- 
‘ sponsibility to check where the fire 
extinguishers are located. They are 
| useless unless they can be reached. 

, If you think it’s someone else’s duty 
you may be dead before you discover 
who was supposed to do it. 

He Alerl lo Fire Hazards 
In Your Department 

Watch out for your own department. 
If you see a possible fire hazard, im¬ 
mediately call it to the attention of 
your supervisor. If you do not, and 
there is a fire, you will be to blame. 
You could have averted it. 

Moreover, once is not enough. As 
you walk in the plant make it a habit 
to always look around for places where 
fire might start. 

Learn Location of 
Fire Extinguishers 

Learn where the fire extinguishers 
are located and the quickest way to get 
to them. Be sure you know where the 
nearest exit is. If you give a thought 
to everything you are told to do, you 
will find there is a reason tor the 
instructions. They have been planrn 
for your safety. 

11.000 Lives and Over Half a 
Billion Damage Estimated 
This Year 

Fire is one of the most devastating 
wastes that strike America. It will 
take a toll of 11,000 lives this year, 
with property' damage of over half a 
billion dollars. Protect yourself from 
this ugly menace to life and livelihood. 
You can, if you will, because 90% of 
all fires from known causes are largely 
preventable. 


6n.clie4tfia fyootnateA , , > 


The Berkshire Community Orchestra 
has many members with unusual mus¬ 
ical training. On another page are 
several thumbnail sketches of their ex¬ 
perience Rehearsals have been held 
each week since early' January and 
rehearsals before the April 21st con¬ 
cert in Drury Auditorium include 
March 26, April 2, April 9, April 16, 
and a dress rehearsal April 20. Plans 
for the 1947-48 season comprise three 
concerts, one of which will be for 
children. The schools of North Adams { 
Williamstown, Adams and other com¬ 
munities are already interested and 
have assured their cooperation. . The | 
Junior Varsity Orchestra is already a 
going concern, and will rehearse dur- 

RETAIL SALES ANI) SMILES . . . 



ing the Spring. It will be a full- 
fledged orchestra in its own right but 
at the same time serve as a training 
ground for future members of the 
Berkshire Community Orchestra. 



Seated: Doris Patenaude, Mary Daniels, Sara LaVersa, Beatrice 
Campedelli, Theresa Catrambone, Marian Rondeau. Standing (1st 
row): Phyllis Brooks, Madeline Januska, Patricia Donovan, Hank 
Gamari, Lorraine Gibeau. Standing (2nd row): Harry Brown, Alice 
Malloy, Preziasa Solari, Marguerite Riee and Sylva Marcil. Back row: 
Doris Burdick and Rita Zanett. (We’re sorry girls, hut at least we can 
show your nice smiles). 


High Voltage Coupling Capacitor 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sprague Electric 
Asked to St inly Problem 


® - 

Post W ar Designs 

One Third Lighter and 
f ree From Radio Noise 



Leslie Dustin and his daughler 
Denisc. father Leslie is employed 
in the Machine Shop, and mother, 
Clarice was formerly employed in 
the Resistor Dept. 





In 1940 the Bell Laboratories and the 
Technical Standards Division of R.E.A. 
called on the Sprague Electric Com¬ 
pany for a study ot this problem to 
determine if a good solution could be 
found. After considerable study on the 
requirements of the capacitor, it was 
found that the capacitor would have to 
be constructed not only to withstand 
outdoor service, but to operate con¬ 
tinuously on the power line, producing 
no hazard of failure to the line. It 
wotdd also have to withstand high 
voltage surges and the results of 
lightning discharges on the lines. 


Installing Sprague coupling 
capacitors brings telephone ser- 
vice to remote rural areas. 

Failure of the capacitor might produce 
not only failure of the line but also 
create a life hazard to the user or 
telephone serviceman. 

Preliminary Designs 
Placed in Service in 1941 

Our research indicated that a 
capacitor to meet the requirements 
could be designed, and we constructed 
preliminary samples of our first design 
in 1941. These preliminary designs 
were placed in service on lines just prior 
to the outbreak of the war and re¬ 
mained in continuous service without 
failure for five years. 

Immediately after the termination 
of the war, we reactivated this program 
with the Bell Laboratories and R.E.A., 
and based on certain new war time 
research, we were able to redesign this 
capacitor so that it was only J the 
weight and volume of our previous 
design. The size and weight were al¬ 
most in the ratio of ten to one, with 
regard to other types of capacitors 
which have been considered for this 


Tests of this new design indicated 
that, although it was designed only 
for operation on 7900 volt circuits, it 
could withstand the application of 
35,000 volts AC in wet flash tests, that 
it would stand over 40KY AC' in dry 
voltage lest, and that the capacitor 
was practically indestructible in volt- I 
age impulse tests. The test specifica* ' 
tion requirement was for a single im¬ 
pulse of 95 KY of 1} x 40 microsecond I 
wave. The test capacitors not only I 
withstood ten impulses of this voltage, 
but did not break down after ten im- | 
pulses of any voltage up to 2 25 KY. 
These capacitors are radio noise free. 

The capacitor as now used is .002 | 
mfd., 8600 volt, 60 cycle AC rating, 
and conforms to the wet and dry 
volume tests and the impulse test re¬ 
quirements of Class 15L insulation as 
given in AIEE Specification No. 21. 

I nil Cost Red need to Aproximat cly 
One-sixth 

As an illustration of how engineering 

research and technical improvement in 

design and manufacturing methods pay I 

off to the benefit of the ultimate con- j 

sumer, vou would be interested in 
* 

knowing that the only practical solu- I 
tion to the coupling device problem in 
1940 cost approximately $95. At the 
outbreak of the war, Sprague Electric 
developments had reduced this price | 
to a unit cost which was approximately 
one fourth of this amount, and our 
post-war research has resulted in the 
present Sprague Electric coupling 
capacitor whose unit cost is less than 
one sixth of the approximate cost for 
such a device in 1940. 

The Sprague Electric Company is 
continuing its research and develop¬ 
ment of its coupling capacitors and is 
interested in finding applications where 
these new designs can be advantageous¬ 
ly applied. 

C^J/e^ra/tc/ei* \ 

BELL 

1647 - 1922 

HE ELECTRIFIED TOE 
VOICE— BORN ACENTURY 
AGO IN SCOTLAND— f 
THE FAMOUS EDUCATOR 
SETTLED IN AMERICA 
AT THE AGE OF 24 ~ 

AND POUR YEARS LATER- 
1675, INVENTED THE 
TELEPHON E-TOPAY 
THERE ARE31,700,000 £ 

TELEPHONES IN THE & 

UNITED STATES ALONE 


kikst tki.kimionk 

Nation ('.clehruting the ('.ciitenniul 
o! Edison. WcsIiiiglioiiMC ami Itell 

George Weslinghou.se, father of (he 
modern power generator, was bom 
October 6, 1846; I homas Alva Kdison, 
father of the electric lamp, was born 
February 11, 1847; and Alexander 
Graham Hell, born March 3, 1847, is 
known as the father of the telephone. 


This extraordinary trio accounted for 
nearly 1500 patented inventions, per¬ 
taining chiefly to electricity, electronics 
and atomics, and it has been said that 
there is scarcely a person alive whose 
life and activities have not been 
affected by what they did. 

Bell invented the telephone at the 
age of 28, on June 2, 1875 when he first 
succeeded in transmitting sound elec¬ 
trically over a wire. He has also in¬ 
vented the photophone which carries 
speech oxer a beam of light. He also 
was instrumental in inventing a device 
embodying the principle of today's 
"iron lung.” 


ELECTRICAL I UJJMI NATION OF - 
NEW YORKb FAMOUS BROADWAY 
BEG-All IN I 6 < 30 .... 




I TELEVISION WAS FIRSTUSED 
IN A NATIONAL POLITICAL. 
CAMPAIGN IN 1932.. 
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Nfwsti&L& 


Main Office Memos 

By “Whodunit” 

Alary Zona was guest ol honor at a 
shower party held at the Sons of Italy 
Hall recently. She received many- 
lovely gifts for her future home. Mary 
is to be married to Henry Como on 
April 19. 

\ era Uberti, Katie and Joan Bry ce 
spent a wonderful three day week end 
in New York. They saw several shows 
and got quite a kick out of Charley 
Drew- -entertainer at the Hotel Taft. 

June Bordwin is very' busy these days 
knitting a sweater for her boy friend. 
Hope it fits him, June, after all that 
hard work. 


Block Test and Tubulars 

By Gertrude liall 

i A belated, but sincere, birthday wish 
| to Betty Fleury. 

face red! Can’t 
■ms that snuggies 


Thompson - Gezuner—Miss Doro¬ 
thy (iezuner became the bride of Mr. 
Charles Thompson on March 1, 1947. 
Mr. Thompson is a member ol the 
Cost Department. 


say much, but it 
were involved. 

Well, well, Helen Harrington has a 
job she can finally call her own! 

Those extra pounds that Bertha 
Jennings has put on, are certainly in the 
right places! 

Observations: 

Did you know that Henry Men tv 
jerks double malteds in an Adams' 
drug store, nights.... that Florence 
Lincoln’s spray gun has such a range, 
it includes Frank Mann's pants, .that 
Yours Truly is a waitress at the Corner 
Cafe on Saturday nights. . .that Grace 
Wyman is scared of a teeny, tiny 
mouse? 

We would like to know how Kuth 
Arrighini manages to look so pretty all 


Wiles - Goodrich .Miss Phyllis 
Goodrich was married to Mr. Frank E 
Wiles, March 10, 1947. Frank is em¬ 
ployed in the Block Test Department 


of Miss Dorothy 


The engagement 
Eileen Moore to Mr. Edward J. West 
has been announced. The wedding will 
take place in May. Miss Moore is 
employed in the D.T.Q. Department. 

Miss Doris Roy and Mr. Robert 
Delisle have set June 21st as their 
wedding date. They will be married 
at Holy Name Church in Grey-lock. 
Doris is employed in the Factory- 
Engineering Department, and Bob is 
employed in the Dry Rolling Dept. 

Miss Blanche Theresa King has 
announced her engagement to Mr. j 
Allan McLain. No wedding date ha> 
been set. Allan is employed in the 
Maintenance Department. 

Miss Gloria Decoteau of the Resistor 
Department has announced her en¬ 
gagement to Mr. George Clermont. 
The young couple have chosen May 
3rd as their wedding date. 


Upper Offices 


This time, we have a juicy bit of 
info — Flash'. Doris Roy has a sparkler 
and will become Mr>. Robert Delisle 
on June 21st. Incidentally, “Do” 
just tucked away another birthday, 
and the girls got a birthday cake and 
surprised her in the Lunchroom. . but 
here is the "payoff"—she was speech¬ 
less for once, and couldn't say a word, 
she claimed. But she made up for it 
the following day when she came in 
with her diamond. 

W ill someone please pray for good 
weather so that Bill Cantpedelli can 
see how jjis new 1947 Studebaker rides? 

We welcome Susan Bishop to the 
"I'pper Offices.” Sue works in the 
Application Engineering Department 
. . . hope you like it here, Sue. 


groom is 


!• ran Gayda. A our cake was good and 
your gifts so pretty. 

We're sorry to learn of Agnes Perry's 
misfortune. 

Welcome back, Bernie Gagnon - 
hope you feel much better. 

‘Welcome in big letters to: Dorothy 
Smith, Clara Bishop, "Blondie" Wiles 
anti Frank Calkins. 

Wedding bells rang for Phyllis Good¬ 
rich and Frank Wiles, both of Williams- 
town. Best wishes to both of you. 

Happy birthday to Maude Waska. . . 
hope you liked your gift! 


Boxing 


feirUhl 


Daughter Mr. and Mrs. James 
Wynn are the parents of a baby 
daughter, Patricia Ellen, born St. 
Pat rick’s day. The mother is the 
former Arlene Greene of Block lest, 
and the father, Jimmy, is employed 
Stock Department at Beaver. 


IMughtir -- Martha Bowe Bradford, 
is the young daughter bom March 15, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bradford. 
The mother is Wilmer, formerly em¬ 
ployed in the Sales Department. 


Showered 

Miss Mary J. Jones whose marriage 
occurs March 29th to Mr. John B. 
Howland, has been the guest of honor 
at several parties recently. Thirty 
of her friends entertained for her at her 
home on March 13th at which time she 
receivedjnany attractive gifts. Mary 
is employed in the PAA. Department. 


The Pourers of the Boxing Dept, had a swell time on their sleigh 
ide. Left to right: Pauline Dean, “Tony” Connell, Inez Downs, 
“Red” Lesure, Doris Vallieres, Dot Lavigne. Connie Urhano, Tessic 
‘.zaja, Lillian Blair, Emma Montagna, Arvilla Shand, Helen Harrington 
ind Hazel Martin. 


is going 


Block Annex 

By Esther Driscoll 


Dry Test 

By Rita Johnson 

Several from Dry Test Department 
were entertained at the homes of 
Marjorie Hauptfleisch and Robert 
Rivard. A fine time was had, and 
delicious refreshments were served by 
Margie’s and Bob's mothers. 

Bernice DeMarsico was recently con¬ 
fined to the North Adams hospital. 
Glad to learn you’re better, Bernice, 
and will soon be back. 

Many friends report that Joy 
Mancini seems to be very happy in her 
new life. She left us to enter the 
Yenerini Academy at Worcester. 

Alice Miller looked very happy last 
week end — because of a certain some¬ 
one from Topeka, Kans.? 

Since Francis Guzzi found the trays 
of condensers were too heavy, he has 
taken up a Charles Atlas course in 
muscle development. 

Mary Fiori and Leona Harrington 
were among those skiing enthusiasts 
at Dutch Hill recently. 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank James Jr., on their 
Fifth Wedding Anniversary. Kath¬ 
leen is our co-worker. 


Deep sympathy is extended Alice 
and Richard Lavariere on the recent 
death of their husband and father, 
Walter. 

To Aldea Caron, we extend our 
sympathy on the recent death of her 
mother, Mrs. Neault. 


Boxing Dept. — Night Shift 

Bv Gladys Kirkpatrick 

Ernest Faustini was given a surprise 
birthday party by the girls of our De 
partment. Ernie was presented a 
Ronson lighter and a beautiful birth¬ 
day cake. 

Nice having you back, Theresa 
Radaelli. 

Mary Bernard, our supervisor, is a 
wee person, but when she falls, she can 
do it as though she w-ere mighty tall. , 

Birthday greetings to Agnes Messina, 
whose birthday was March 8th. We 
wish you many more of them, Agnes. 

We certainly miss those girls who 
were transferred from our Department. 

James Garvey and John Schwab are 
doing the honors at the swedging tables 
these nights. 


I hrcc-year-old “ I erry kelly 
knows how to please a girl. The 
blushing lady is Patricia Beniis . . . 
Now- if their mothers agree — this 
may develop into a BIG Romance. 
“Terry” is the son of Ruth, “Pat” 
is the daughter of Esther, both of 
Dry Rolling. 
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Nice To Look At 


F. P. Drys 

By Ruth Moresi 

A new contest iS under way in our 
Department — Harold Taft and 
Johanna Kaiser are trying to see who 
can drop the most trays in one week. 

Since the Department has been 
changed around, did we all scramble 
about, trying to find our machines. . . 
and we wonder if we will ever find 
where Frank Gassett has hidden his 
desk. 

Observations: It seems that "Chena" 
Bushika has developed a sudden 
interest in truck drivers. . that the big 
snow storm made at least one girl in 
our Department happy... What more 
could possibly happen to that car of 
Grace McConnell’s. .. Roy Cook has 
developed into a good traveling sales¬ 
man, the way he has to travel around 
to find Stanley Ziaja!.. .Will the ring 
girls ever get to ride in Dot Fowler’s 
dream car — a white convertible ?... 
Evelyn Sherman has discovered a new¬ 
ly waxed kitchen floor is not the place 
to try on her new roller skates. 

Happy birthday, to “Billy” Gentry 
from her friends. 

A. C. Line 

By Lena Vicari 

We’re sorry to have Alberta Zim- 
insky leave us, and wi..h you success on 
your new job. 

Nice having Lil Colo back after her 
week’s vacation. Also, to have Marie 
Detnarsico and Ann Burgess back after 
their leaves of absence. 

We all know the price of men’s hair¬ 
cuts has gone up to a dollar, by just 
looking at Bill Mahoney... I Ie sure 
got his money’s worth. 

What would we do, if our foreman, 
Pete Law, didn't keep the time for us! 

Happy Birthday to Rose Cantoni. 
Come on, Rose, tell us how many! 

The girls of our Department are 
looking for the perfect Pin-up Boy. 
Their demands include: 

John Fortini's —nose 

Lou Siciliano's —-profile 

Billy Mahoney's -eyes 

Peter Esposito's —-dimple 

Roy Trot tier's —hair 

Albert Harvey's —rosy cheeks 
and a build like Van Johnson'. 


Definitions 


Legend: A lie that has attained the 
dignity of age. 

Civil Service: A commodity formerly 
obtainable in restaurants. 
Marriage: Two can live more cheaply 
than one wants to. 

Wolf: A person who knows all the 
ankles. 

Imagination: Something that sits up 
with a wife who sits up waiting 
for her husband. 

An enemy is someone you enjoy having 
nothing to do with. 

A companion is someone you enjoy 
doing something with. 

A friend is someone you enjoy doing 
nothing with. 

Ovens 

By “Dukie” Abraham 

We wish to welcome Ethel Chilson. 
We hope you enjoy working with us, 
Ethel. 

Believe it or not, Rose Pasotti came 
in one morning five minutes earlier 
than her usual time. 

For advice on "how to get your man" 
see "Brownie” Lussier of the Ovens. 

We are glad to have Dom Blasi back 
with us. 

Contact Margaret Pedercini, if you 
need the latest jitterbug steps. 


Looking pretty — lit lb- Eleanor 
Ruth llinman. daughter of Fli 
ence, of Boxing, night shift. 


tf-an. *7he Calte/i *7able 


EASTER SI LI I ED IIAM SLICE 

2 one inch slices of ham 
1 cup melted butter 

1 cup lightly drained pineapple pieces 

2 cups stale bread crumbs 
i cup seedless raisins 

■i teaspoon salt 
k teaspoon pepper 

Mix all ingredients but ham together 
with a fork. Place one slice of ham on 
baking dish; spread with stuffing, and 
top with second slice of ham. Bake in 
375° oven for one hour. 


GARNISH FOR STUFFED IIAM 

6 firm white turnips 
1 smooth green cucumber 
18 whole cloves 

Carve "tulip” flowers from uncooked 
turnips, using sharp knife, and crisp in 
ice water overnight. Cut "leaves" 
from dark green cucumber peel in thin 
strips. Arrange tulips and leaves 
around ham slices on platter, and stick 
tulip centers with cloves for stamens. 
Serve at once. 


F. P. Assembly 

By Emma Massaconi 

Speedy recovery to Ella Marco and 
Emma Reardon. We want to let you 
know we are thinking of you. 

Rumors: We hear Irene Booth just 
loves to walk around in her stocking 
feet. .. that Ann Blair received a 
spanking — and the occasion was not 
her birthday... that it takes Evelyn 
Jones to make the girls hit high C. 

Welcome back, Alice Russell. We're 
glad to see you again. 

Correction: It was Victoria Phaneuf’s 
husband who has been ill, not Ruth 
Peterhansel's. 


JUST TO SHOW YOU . . . 


I Don Viens, stands his full 6T" 
in a drift at tin- Cocktail Lounge at 
Whitcomb Summit. Tin- drift 
practically obscures the roofs of 
I the buildings. 


Dry Rolling 

By “Shorty” and Ruth 

Welcome, new “Rollers", we hope 
you like our little community. 

Was Ruth Embry excited when she 
won the pool! ! It took all morning to 
calm her down. 

The Basketball team is improving! 
They won their second game last 
I week — and with a few more years, 
"practice", they may be able to join 
the Interschool Kindergarten I-eague. 

All right, all right, Art Molleur, so 
the Transcript did “scoop” us on Bob’s 
and Doris' engagement — but don’t 
you think our write-up has that certain 
something the Transcript lacked? 


Lorraine Richards got promoted — 
she is now working in the office. 

Engagements 

After June and July of this year, 
there will be a few single girls (and boys) 
left: 

| Kay Battersby plans to wed in April 
Chuck Mulcahy plans to wed in April 
Gloria Accetta plans to wed in April 
Edith Russell ditto in May 
"Steve" Prejsnar ditto in May 
Bob Delisle ditto in June 
Betty Louison ditto in June 
. . .and the few remaining will prob-1 
ably follow suit later Oh yes, I 
nearly forgot—Claire Denno plans to I 
say "I do" in August... There are 
more diamonds around here, honest'. 

Anyone wanting a hair trim, see 
Fran Bennett. 


Birthday Party 

Helen (Yishy) Wisniowski was more 
than surprised to find a group waiting 
for her in the lunchroom, where she 
found a birthday cake decorated with 
. . . .teen candles. She was presented 
with a princess purse from her co¬ 
workers. As for her old wallet, which 
was retrieved from the ash can — it is 
now having a new term of service with 
a new owner—Marge Wittig. 


fbetAi+Uf *7 hat Setaia Stcvim , , , 


MARCH 2nd STORM 

The proverbial ,'March Winds have 
startedj>ff with a bang this year. To¬ 
day is only the second of the month 
and already we have a typical March 
storm. It is one o’clock in the after¬ 
noon and ten inches of snow has fallen. 
The snow is accompanied w ith a strong 
northeastern wind, making the weather 
propitious to nothing. Cars go down 
hill with caution, because of the slippery 
soft snow, and cars heading up the 
street at breakneck speed t ry to gain 
enough momentum to make the steep 
grade. In the deep soft snow, to try 
to^get any traction is useless. 

People from the whole neighborhood 
are out on the streets trying to clear 
the sidewalks of the snow and make 
walking somewhat easier. They have i 
just witnessed a surprise — the air has 
warmed up a little and the snow is a bit 
heavier than they expected. The I 
crowds on the street, walking with 
heads low in their coat collars, are j 
slipping and sliding in the quickly I 
forming slush. The roads are hardly 
wide enough for two cars to pass from 
the last snowfall, and the people are ! 
hindering the driving by walking in 
the streets. 

A well known scene from our kitchen 
window is the usual gang of children 
out on their favorite hill. They tire 
having the time of their lives, sliding | 
down the hill on everything from barrel 
staves to expensive sleds. 

The snow is still blowing and falling 
as fast as ever. The city trucks have 
finally reached our street, after four ; 
hours of hard labor, and are slowly rid¬ 
ding it of some of the snow. But t hey, | 
too, have troubles. The truck in front 
of our house is stuck good and proper. 

by Edward Horsfall 


Machine Shop - Night Shift 

By Atomic Ray 

We hear plenty about the boys on 
the day shift, but scarcely a thing I 
about those "Busy Beavers” from the 
night gang. 

To take them in order, we’ll start 
with Ray Bass, unquestionably the 
greatest authority on international 
politics and atomic energy in the 
country today. In fact, I gave up 1 
reading Paul Mallon since listening to 
Ray. Next comes “Black Dirt" Mar¬ 
low, whose name dates back to his 
grandfather, one of the original blund¬ 
ers of Montreal. Mr. Marlow is also 
an authority, but his specialty is pea 
soup... Down the bench is "Bucko” 
Little, undoubtedly the greatest philan- I 
thropist in the whole Plant...if von 
don’t believe it, ask him some time.. . 
We now come to "Red” Gifford, the j 
"personality boy”, an expert in his | 
line, w hich is the study of personalities 
in their natural surroundings. In fact, 
so avid a fan is he that "Red" stays up i 
till four in the morning, watching the 
personalities come and go at t he “Crest - | 
wood” and the "Merry-go-Round." 

Across the room is Earl Williams, 
the quietest fellow of the gang. He 
takes everything in, but says little. 1 
(Iguess he doesn’t have much of a 
chance, and his voice is low pitched) 

We now have "Plunger” Schink, so call¬ 
ed because of his carelessness in finan¬ 
cial matters. But he’s a very handy 
fellow to have around. If you arc 
ever stuck repairing a bomb sight, a 
can-opener or a pinball machine, see : 
Bill. 

Last, but not least, is the "Boss” - 
Bill Bellows, our chief arbitrator when¬ 
ever the boys are dead locked. All in | 
all, they are quite a gang. 



Jack Sullivan makes a small dent 
in his shoveling at Rcadshoro. Jack 
claims he shoveled all day, Sunday . 
Mareli 2nd — and got nowhere. 



Norma Estes and Mary Jones of 
the PA A. Depart men I have fun 
skiing. Many spills, girls? 



Rita Johnson snaps this picture 
of her driver. J.II. BtiiTum of the 
Transcript, as I hey struggle through 
an unplowed road from Readshoro. 



It’s Fun — says Lois Ann Hill¬ 
man, as slu- rolls up aunt her snow- 
hall. Daughter of Florence, of 
Boxing, night shift. 
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Wire Coating 



Th«* m u lln Rolling l)c[Kirlim nl al the Marshall Street Plant. The pirls in this recent photograph 
are: Leah Noel, Lriiiinia Sweeney, \nita Melvergan, Dora Besaw, Lillian < 'atelotti, and Boma Rum gay. 


„ow« STR EtT 
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Maintenance 

By “Little Lulu** 

Musi be Harold (I lotsli<»t) Bohl likes 
il here al Brown Street, because he’s 
back again, blit this time without his 
pal, George (High Voltage) Goody. 

Some one must haw* read John 
Rossi’s plea about giving the single men 
a break, .they tell me Rossi has a girl 
friend now. {Holding out on us, eh?) 

Now that Charlie Dean peddles 
papers after work, he smokes cigars 
instead of a pipe. (Musi be a good 
profit in papers.) 

John Rossi was sorry he sold those 
skiis, for the morning of the blizzard, 
he could have used them to advantage, 
getting down from High Street. 

Spring is just around the corner! 

I low do we know? ’Cause Casey is up 
to his old tricks working four days 
out of seven. 

Charlie Wilson hasn’t yet settled 
down to one place. 1 le reminds me of 
a song entitled “Address Unknown.” 

Yes, Umbriago,- Rossi and I know 
when and where the “big event” for 
“Wash” (Lover) Santelli takes place. 
But so sorry, we’re pledged to secrecy. 


Snow Storm-Disastrous 

Shortly after that snow storm, I | 
looked out a back window and saw I 
Henry (Long-Winded) Roy step oft 
the warehouse steps and disappear. 
That’s how deep the snow was out 
there. Tony Demeo had to shovel for 
three days before he found Henry, who 
is still suffering from shock and ex¬ 
posure to cold. But he is living up to j 
his nick name and is getting along fine. 


“Doc” Plumb is looking for a house¬ 
keeper. All she has to do, says “Doc” 
is cook, and mend his sox for $A(). per 
week. Those wishing to apply for the 
job, see “Doc” for the necessary de¬ 
tails. (Girls, there must be a catch in it 
somewheres.) 

Love does funny things to people 
For example I can remember when 
“Wash” (Lover) Santelli used to run 
away from the girls. . . now,it’sdifferent. 

Say, At Cardinal, how did you get 
mixed up with that Maintenance Gang? 
They just aren’t your type. But, when 
you have to work for a living. I guess 
you can’t be too fussy. 

At a fire recently, Casey was trying 
to keep the crowd back by showing 
them his air warden badge. Didn't 
anyone ever tell you the war was over, 
Casey ? 

P. A. A. Stove Soldering 

By Dot and (Gloria 

Being snowed in did not stop our 
solderers from being right on the job. 
Irene Serventi came on snowshoes, 
Mary Burro and Peggy Daub had to 
climb out of their windows because of 
drifts and Mary (the Dreamer) Sinr- 
onelli got here in time for breakfast! 

Secret Ambition-, to be able to bake 
cakes as good as those that “Jo” 
Martinoli bakes. 

We certainly envied Rose Corsi when 
she won thal $25 last week! 

Any troubles? Just see Beatrice 
Day, otherwise known as Mrs. Anthony 
—she solves all your problems. 

Welcome to the Department, “Phil” 
Bleau, our official ^weigher. We really 
know how to count, even though we seem 
a little confused. 


Industrial Oil Stacking 

By White and L. Vincelette 

A farewell party was held at Midway 
last week in honor of Pauline Martin, 
who leaves us to make her home in 
Pittsfield. She was presented with a 
purse of money, and the good wishes 
of the entire department for her new- 
work. 

Crosby and Sinatra—watch out! 
Competition is getting bigger and 
better around here — well, at least 
louder —- hey, Al Folino? 

Anna Heath and “Win” Emery are 
on the move again — well, come see us, 
gals. 

The “Wishing Well” holds truth for 
Alta Oakes at least. That “man” was 
an unexpected gift, and he cant talk 
back\. . because he’s a snowman! 

We’ve said “so long” to Betty 
Jangrow and Helen Foote, since they 
have gone back to their old department 
Along the Party Line 

Bob Rydholm forgot his address. . . 
Poor Lou Vincelette had to run a 
raffle the following day and get himself 
a new pair of pants (barb wire fences 
will do it every time!). . . What was that 
big discussion of Sadie Champagne and 
Bob Rydholm...It was great to see 
“Specs” DeGrenier with us again, even 
for just the evening. . . Everyone enjoy¬ 
ed Jimmy Valotta’s playing, or so it 
seemed, by the harmonizing going on 
while he played...the “feature” of 
the evening was Anna Heath and Al 
Giusti giving their exhibition of the 
rhumba. . Joe Garvie brought his 
brother Gordon to analyze us, I guess. 
Must be, ’cause he said we’re all a 
“Bunch of jerks.”. . .There may be a 
shortage of rubber in some places, but 
when a certain number is played— 
that’s what Milly Conroy seems to 
turn into! 


By Corena Tatro 

We extend sincere sympathy to Fred 
Powers on tht recent death of his 
father. 

We understand that “Red” Lind¬ 
quist leaves the “lab” to attend Stan¬ 
ford l niversitv in California. We’ll 
miss you “Red”, but the best of luck to 
you! 

W e've certain 1\ heard a lot of groans 
from the men in our Department. They 
have taken out a lot of energy on the 
little snow flakes, as they shoveled 
out their walks anti driveways. 

And just to remind you of that 
memorable storm, here’s a poem. 
SNOWFLAKES 

One little snow flake came fluttering 
down, 

It danced and fluttered, then kissed the 
ground. 

The second small flake tried doing the 
same — 

And il wasn’t long before they started 
a game. 

They called their friends from near and 
far, 

These tiny flakes in the shape of a star. 
As they glistened and gleamed in the 
afternoon sun 

Did you ever stop to think: they fall, 
one by one ? 



At the Alerts’ Ball, were Arlene 
Godfrey of Dry Test, and Ronald 
Perras. 

P.A.A. Waxing 

By Bitu Sarnia 

Glad to hear your mother is well on 
the road to recovery, Bea Hill. And 
take it easy yourself, or you may be 
occupying that same hospital bed. 

What’s the matter, Teddy Blair— 
old age creeping up on you, since you 
had to take a week’s rest. 

That certainly was a beautiful 
sparkler Dot Garceau displays on the 
third finger of her left hand. Best of 
luck to a nice kid. 

That’s a nice job on your hair, Jane 
Paradise. . mind if we come and get a 
free permanent? We won't hold you 
responsible for any loss or damage done. 

Speedy recovery to “Peanut”,Davis’ 
baby who fractured her collar bone. 


y / y / 


*7lie Men 9ft Oust Jtlio&i 


* * * s 



Thomas Lentini, son of Belly, 
formerly of Block Annex, and 
nephew of “Midge” Fachini. 


Chester A. and (diaries P. Grande 
grandsons of Charles Grande of the 
Paper Rolling Department. 


James Richard Fachini, the live¬ 
ly little brother of “Midge” Fachini 
of Block Annex Department. 


Robert Pilot, Jr., nephew of 
Y vonne St. Pierre who is employed 
in the PAA. Rolling Department. 



I. O. Final Assembly 

By Fern Wright 

( liarlic Slade, our former co-worker 
visited us recently. Nice seeing you 
back, Charlie. 

Did Man Winter, showed his true 
colors during the recent snow storm, 
but have you heard Thelma Sherman’s 
story? It was so good, the boys are 
going to make her a gift of snow shoes. 
(Think you can make use of l hem in t he 
near future, “Thel”?) 

Dot Bedard's song seems to be 
“Rumors are 1‘lying”. .any com¬ 
ments, Dot? 

Wedding bells will be ringing soon 
for our Jean Maneine. 

ST ^r 

W. E. Assembly 

* By “Smilly** 

Here we are, minding everyone's 
business but our own! I love to listen 
in on conversations don't you? 
Suppose we do a bit of snooping. Ah, 
there’s Juliet Bourjois. Guess what 
her Joe did they say love does 
wonders and he pul on snow shoes 
to gel up to her place to see her. 

How Would We Get Along Without: 
Stella Blasts amazing personality 
Betty Coulter's —sneezing 
Fran Alderman's 

“How do you like it?” 
"Toot" Callahan’s 

help in almost everything 

Maintenance 

By llmhriago 

Congratulations to Allan McLain, 
who is about to march down that long 
aisle to the tune of the wedding march. 
Allan is employed in our Department. 

Good Excuse 

Due to that last heavy snowfall, 
many of our members were unable to 
get to work — either because of the 
unplowed roads, or the current being 
shut off on their electric alarm clocks. 
Three of our Carpenters were unable 
to make it. Ben Russell of Stamford 
was one of these and Ben has always 
bragged about how well the roads were 
up in that section. When asked why 
he didn't gel in, Ben replied: "I didn't 
have a heliocopter!" "Buster” Sher¬ 
man was another. His excuse was 
that his boy didn't gel up in time to do 
the shoveling. . .and Adrian Poirot 
claimed he was waiting for the town of 
Florida to supply him with a dog sled. 

George Goody of the Electrical Gang 
has been elected Chaplain of the 
Y.F.W. We all know thal George will 
do a good job. 

“Jet Propulsion" Goody had a luckv 
draw- the other da) 7 , and collected $25. 

Orchids to “Brownie”, and Frank 
Krol of the Electrical Gang. Both 
boys obtained their Journeyman's 
electrical license at Boston. 

Better watch your step (or your feet) 
Maurice Chonard. Your sox don’t 
match — or are you color blind? 



A June graduate — Donald E. 
Farley, son of “Jo” of Paper Roll¬ 
ing, and nephew of Jennie of PAA. 
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Causes of 


Industrial Fires 


The following percentages 

give the reasons win factories 

hum: 


Fleet rieal 

25% 

Friction. 

15% 

Matches und Smoking. 

10% 

Sparks ami Embers. 

10% 

Spontaneous Ignition. . . . 

7% 

Cutting and Welding . . 

7% 

Open Flames and Torches 

7% 

Hot Stoves ami Pipes. 

7% 

Foreign Material in Stock 

<>', 

•Overheated Material. 

3% 

Exposure. 

2', 

Lightning.Small 


Sample Lab 

By The Shadow 

Here we are in our new hang-out. 
We like our room, hut the atmosphere 
smells. And we have plenty of room. 
I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Leda King for being so good in 
helping us when we first came down 
and had nothing to work with. Many 
thanks, Leda. 

Welcome to Serafina Laversa and 
Eunice Lanoue, transferred from Spra¬ 
gue Products to our Department. I lope 
you enjoy the work here, and find us 
amusing. 

What’s happened, Gang — -you don’t 
seem to have that good old spirit any¬ 
more—is it spring fever—or do you miss 
your old surroundings?... And what 
has happened to Don Fortini and his 
“art gallery." 

"W.E.” Stitchers 

By Erniinia Sweeney 

Ruth Harris —• how about lessons 
on the hula dance *— you sure do a 
mean one. 

Ceil Josefiak is nominated for our 
Fashion Model she sure knows the 
style and it looks good on her. Watch 
for her latest. 

Our William Lupine enjoyed a week 
end recently in New Haven . some 
attraction down there, William ? 

So, Joe Vitro, you met someone your 
size!. . .But it was tough it turned out 
to be a water fountain. 

Eleanor Stack we notice that you’re 
losing weight. . . is it still love\ 

Anita Maclvcrgan—congratulations 
on your birthday. 

Ever see a bird of paradise flower? 
Ruth Harris brought in one, bright 
orange, and it certainly looked like a 
bird poised for flight. 

Miscellaneous Drys 

By Eddie O'Neil 

Congratulations to Danny Collins 
on the birth of that nine pound baby 
bov. .Danny has been sweating it out 
for quite a while, now he will sweat it 
out on the night shift, walking Junior. 
(We hear that job doesn't pay 
10% more for night work). 

Strange — Ralph Paddock’s car was 
again seen in North Adams the other 
evening, though he still denies he 
travels all the way from Petersburg to 

Eleanor Perron’s dream man did 
materialize. (We had our doubts for a 
while). 

Larry Scott was seen the day after 
the storm shoveling his roof off in 
Adams. .. Bring the shovel in here, 
Larry, we need it when George is around. 

Francis Royal is looking more and 
more like his political idol. (How 
about it, Fax?) 

Thelma Burdick LaRocca is glad 
Easter comes early, since she has to 
get i new wardrolie anyway, now that 
she’s down to 120 lbs!! 

Mary Barry has been humming 
happily ever since we got that new 
album of Irish records. 


Shipping Dept. 

By Gold Dust Twins 

THE DAY WOULD BE LOST IF: 
James Knox forgot his pipe. 

Jack Callahan didn't do 5 different jobs 

Ernie Belleau didn't have 4 breakfasts 
every day. 

Edgar Delmaso wasn’t in his comer 
working on exports. 

Esmonde Manson came to work 5 
minutes early. 

Bob Knox did not have the Jeep. 

Bob Kelly didn’t strap cases all day. 
Phyllis Chartrand didn’t say: I wish 
today were Thursday. 

Cecile Trudeau didn’t have a typewriter. 

Carton Stockroom 

By Fay Bussell 

The very best of luck to Margaret 
Astorino of Incoming Inspection, on 
her new venture. Her co-workers of 
Receiving and Stock Departments 
presented her with a lovely 2l" suit¬ 
case. 

Between Walt Burr in Heartwell- 
ville, Walt Maynard on the old Country- 
Road, and Henry Fortier on the 
Mohawk Trail during the snowstorm, 
there was a debate as to whom would 
make the first appearance back at work. 
Esther Clough managed after one whole 
day, to come down to civilization from 
“Snowhole” — pardon me, I should 
say, Stamford. 

Warning: To the girls in Bob Boyer’s 
office — no more scattered papers anti 
no more puddles of water in Viola’s chair! 

A1 Dupre, regardless of his size, is 
quite a man. Congratulations to you 
and your new seven pound baby- 
daughter. 

Rocco Vigna seems to be saying 
lately: “The truth said with the wrong 
intent will hurt more than any lie.” 


Misc. Wax Pourers 
and Assemblers 

By George Trombley 

“Gus” Jammallo had one of those | 
experiences we dread to have happen. 
He found himself without his wallet at 
the Paramount window. His girl 
came to the rescue. . and now Gus is 
paying her back on the instalment plan. 
'Tis so, eh, Curley ? 4 
( .on versa I ions Overheard: 

Gladys Mikuszewski: I don’t need a 
teakettle, I use teabags. (Don’t you 
mean a teapot, Gladys.) 

Jo to Gladys: There will be no more 
pans after March 15th at the First 
National. 

Millie Rivers: Why? Where are they 
going after March 15th?. . .Silly girl. 

Walt Osborne won’t have to take 
any more razzing about his car, since 
he showed up with it at the height of 
the snowstorm, when other cars were 
stalled by the wayside. 

“Does everyone with big feet go out 
at lunch hour?” inquires Ernie Garo- 
fano. (Seems that he hangs around and 
borrows the rubbers from the "stay- 
inners.”) 


SPORTS 

How About A Sports 
Council For North Adams? 

At the Tenth Annual Banquet of the 
North Adams Slutting Club, an excel¬ 
lent suggestion was brought out by 
one of its members — namely, that a 
sports Council be formed in this city. 
This idea calls for each Club and 
Fraternal organization interested in 
the development of recreation here in 
the city, to have a representative at 
meetings of the Sports Council. Such 
a Council would plan seasonal sports 
programs for the youth of North j 
Adams. These representatives would 
report to their respective Clubs or 
Organizations on the progress made by 
the Sports Council. 

It is hoped that in the near future, 
this plan can be worked out and be¬ 
come a reality. 

—Charles Felix 
SWIMMING 

The Williams College Swimming 
team successfully defended its New 
England Inter-collegiate title by win¬ 
ning the Annual event in its home pool. 
Spectators jammed every nook and 
corner of the rather spacious seating 
facilities overlooking the pool. For 
the fourth straight year, Williams 
"Ducks" won the event—and quite 
easily. Springfield College showed a- 
bility in diving events, and Bowdoin 
College of Maine, annexed points in 
the 150 yard breaststroke. 

North Adams Y.M.C.A. also had a 
swimming exhibition when "Corky", 
world’s great aqua-entertainer, sup¬ 
ported by his son, performed to the 
delight of some 600 spectators. 


The room has quieted down con¬ 
siderably since Charles Felix was 
transferred to Dry Formation. 

Theresa Beaudin sang “I’m a Big 
Girl Now" all day. March 3rd. (Her 
17th birthday, folks.) 

SNOW BOUND 

Sprague Vi orkers Saved from 
Starvation 

During our recent snowstorm, it was 
gratifying to know that none of our 
co-workers need suffer — thanks to 
Science and "Surge". Away up in 
those hills, supplies were flown in. in a 
mighty heliocopter — and Leda King 
“Dolly" and Marceline Poirot surely 
appreciated it — after not seeing a soul ( 
for so many days. 

Between the elevator belt and Don 
Roy’s pipe — we can’t decide which to 
fix first. Any suggestions? 

We extend deep sympathy to the 
family of Walter Lavariere who died 
recently. He will be sadly missed by 
all who knew him. 

We also extend our sympathy to 
George Lesage. George’s wife recently 
passed away. 



Russell and Felix 



A pipe won't help you on that one, John Murray . . . Just keep your 
eye on how Tommy gets them down the alley! 



j GlilT Domeniehini . . . give him 
I plenty of room, hoys, he's rarin* 
to go! 

SKIING 

Although spring is officially with us, 
back in the hills, snow is plentiful and 
skiers have the advantage of enjoying 
their favorite sport unhampered by 
heavy winter apparel usually worn in 
this area. Imagine being able to skim 
the trails in your shirt sleeves. Next 
season, the operators of "Dutch Hill" 
expect to have a much larger parking 
area, greatly relieving the present 
bottle neck conjestion of traffic. 

BASKETBALL 

Congratulations to the St. Anthony 
Crusaders and their coach on winning 
the basketball tournament held at 
Great Barrington. 

At the annual Shelburne Falls 
tournament, the defending champs — 
Williamstown, were defeated by the 
Athol team... By the time this issue 
reaches your homes, the Western Semi- 
Pro Tournament staged in Adams 
under the sponsorship of St. Stanislaus 
will be history—but for Adams, this 
tournament is bound to be a great 
success. 

BASEBALL 

New England fans will be glad to 
know that the Boston Red Sox have 
again been picked to win the American 
League flag, with the Detroit Tigers as 
the real threat. On the other hand, 
the surging Boston Braves should be a 
real contender in the Senior Loop. 
Beantown should — and will — be the 
center of big baseball business this 
year, and this comer believes that both 
clubs will enjoy even better financial 
returns than last season. 


Doctor: "Have you told Mr. Jones 
that he is the father of twins?” 

Nurse: "Not yet — he’s shaving.” 


ALLEY ECHOES 

With only five more weeks of bowling 
for the Sprague Electric League, the 
race is centered among four teams—the 
Prokars, Cerocs, Selkars, and the 
Atoms considered a possibility. 

STANDINGS 

March 13, 1917 

Won Lost 

Selkars. 13 29 

Prokars H 31 

Cerocs. 11 31 

Atoms. 35 37 

Midgets. 33 39 

Koololims. 23 19 

FIVE KING PINS (Mareh 13, 1917) 
B. Fitzpatrick 312 

F. Woloski. 307 

G. Boucher 306 

(’.. Sweeney. 295 

L. Sega I a. 295 

FIVE DUBBERS 

J. Schneider 216 

D. Fortini. 251 

T. Dean. 256 

J. Sullivan 261 

J. Filiault 263 



ALLEY CAPERS 

Since the veteran bowler, Rudy 
Drobiak has returned to the bowling 
alleys, as a member of the Atoms, he 
has been smashing the pins at a merry 
clip. Ilis average of 102, prior to the 
last match on March 13, is tops for the 
League. The Prokars, leaders for 
nearly three-quarters of the season, 
have in the past weeks slipped quite 
badly, but in their last match, partly 
recovered by sweeping all three points 
from the co-leaders, the Cerocs. 

Highest Averages 

The following 10 bowlers are sporting 
the highest averages (as of March 6): 


Rudy Drobiak. . . 102 

Clint Sweeney. 97.5 

George Forgea. 97.2 

John Tolmie. 96.5 

Walt Rogowski. 96.3 

Joe Filiault. 95.2 

Bill Fortini. 94,9 

Lou Siciliano. 93.7 

Pete Krzcminski. 93 

Most Strikes During Season (Mar.) 

“Clint" Sweeney. 19 

George Forgea. 16 

“Tony” Woloski. 16 

John Tolmie. 16 
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Hrrksliirc Winter Heanty Knshrouds our Beaver Street Plant. 


Sprague Electric Publishes Stockholders 1946 Report 

m - 


(Continued from page 1) 

Current Business and Outlook 

"There are two factors, outgrowths 
of the war, which are having an im¬ 
portant effect on the Company’s busi¬ 
ness. Of greatest importance is the 
fact that complete cessation during the 1 
war of the manufacture of all civilian 
production of radios, automobiles, 
electrical appliances, and the many 
other products using capacitors resulted 
in creating a pent-up demand for these 
items. During the past year and at 
present most of our activity and that 
of the companies for whom we manu¬ 
facture has consisted of satisfying that 
demand. This has required the pro¬ 
duction of capacitors made of the same 
material and using the same processes 
as units made prior to the war for use 
in similar consumer products. This 
demand provided a period of high 
activity during the time in which new 
products were still under development 
by the electric and electronic industry. 
Capacitors for these new products will 
be added to the continued normal out¬ 
put of capacitors for the many uses 
now well established as essential parts 
of our economy. 

"The second factor is the great 
amount of war iesearch in electronics 
which will influence the future of the 
industry and the Company. It was 
to a great extent an electronic war dur¬ 
ing which many new phenomena were 
discovered and to which the Com¬ 
pany’s extensive research organization 
contributed many important develop¬ 
ments in the capacitor field. Much of 
this work is useful in peacetime 
products and we look forward to a 
long period during which manu¬ 
facturers will develop and produce new 
equipment in the electronic field. Many 
of these developments are currently in 
the early stages, but they can be ex¬ 
pected to increase as the manufacturers 
of consumer products have an oppor¬ 
tunity to do the design and develop¬ 
ment work necessary to make peace¬ 
time use in both consumer and in¬ 
dustrial products of the many basic 
electronic discoveries of the war period. 

"A large proportion of the Com¬ 
pany’s output goes into the radio field. 
During the past year, approximately 
1 5,000,000 radio sets were built in this 
country. Of this amount, small table 
model radio sets made up by far the 
largest part. Radio manufacturers 
estimate that production for 1947 will 
approximate the same number of sets, 
but a much larger proportion are ex¬ 
pected to be more expensive radio- 
phonograph combinations, console, and 
frequency modulation sets, all of which 
were greatly restricted during the past 
year because of a shortage of cabinets 
and certain critical components. A 
large set requires a larger number of 
capacitors as well as units of better 
quality and higher cost. Automobile 
sets are also being manufactured in 
increasing quantities and are expected 
to be of greater relative importance 
during the balance of the year. 

’’Looking beyond the production of 


the present type of radio sets, we be¬ 
lieve that television will play an ex¬ 
ceedingly important part in the future. 
Manufacturers estimate that approxi¬ 
mately 300,000 television sets will be 
built during the current year, and 
greatly expanded production is ex¬ 
pected in this field over a period of 
time. Television sets require several 
times the number of capacitors used 
even in the largest radio sets and they ; 
must be capacitors of the highest 
quality because of more difficult 
electronic functions and higher volt¬ 
ages. 

"Another field in which the Com¬ 
pany’s wartime research has been 
turned into peacetime production is in 
the development of a new impregnant 
presently being used for fluorescent 
lighting ballast and other capacitor 
uses. During the war. our Research 
Department developed this impreg- 
nanf whjrh found its principal uses in 
substantially reducing the weight of air 
photography and other high-voltage 
airborne equipment and in replacing 
mica capacitors in Radar networks. 
This impregnant has now been put to 
use in a new ballast capacitor which 
will stand up under much more severe 
tests than capacitors made with any 
other known impregnant. As a result 
of this development, the Company 
expects to obtain an increasingly large 
proportion of the business in this field. 

"Another important Sprague de¬ 
velopment is a coupling capacitor for 
carrier current communication. Under 
this system, rural areas will be served 
with telephone communication over 
high voltage electric wires without the 
use of separate telephone wires. An 
important part of this equipment is a 
capacitor of moderate size and cost 
which permits the passage of tele¬ 
phone frequencies but blocks the high 
voltage current. Our Research De¬ 
partment has developed such a unit. 

This unit is exclusively used in the ; 
equipment which is made by the larg¬ 
est manufacturer of telephone equip¬ 
ment. Up to the present time, the 
manufacture of the complete equip¬ 
ment has been retarded due to material 
shortages and other factors, but the 
Company is presently enjoying some 
business in this field and the long¬ 
term potential appears to be very great. 
Personnel 

"There are presently some 2,600 
persons working on the Company s 
products in its three North Adams 
plants and in a plant located in Barre, 
Vermont. Included in this number are 
338 honorably discharged veterans. 
Throughout the year relations with 
the independent local unions were on 
an entirely satisfactory basis with no 
lost time from production and no 
serious differences. In February 1947 , 
the Company and the independent 
unions satisfactorily negotiated new 
annual contracts providing, among 
other things, for a wage increase. 

"The Company spent substantial 


A Few Highlights on Interesting 
Personalilies in the Sprague Spons¬ 
ored Berkshire Community Orch¬ 
estra. 

To give you close-up views ot the 
many interesting people in the Berk¬ 
shire Community Orchestra with the 
names and numbers of all the players 
would take a complete issue of th c Log. 
But we will make a start with the 
following selection and hope to publish 
more from time to time. 

Myrtle Young — Concert mistress 

Mrs. Young was born in Worcester 
and began studying violin at the age 
of six with concert violinist, Lena 
Fletcher. She later studied with Girardi 
and with Emmanuel A Ondricek. She 
has had wide experience in solo work, 
chamber music, and with orchestra. 
Her experience in the first chair in¬ 
cludes being concert mistress of the 
Worcester Philharmonic, the Boston 
Women’s Symphony, and the Spring- 
field Symphony. 

Angelo Dante — Principal 

of the Second \ iolin Section 

Mr. Dante studied at the New 
England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston. He later studied with Antonio 
Girardi, Minot Beale, and Herman 
Goldstein of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. He has had much ex¬ 
perience in orchestral work with the 
Brockton Symphony Orchestra and the 
Plymouth Philharmonic. 

William A. Kingman — Principal 
of the Cello Section 

Mr. Kingman has been a cellist for 
the past fifty years. His experience 
in ensemble and orchestral work is too 


sums during 1946 for plant improve¬ 
ments and rearrangements and we 
have projected an extensive program 
for 1947. This, matched with con¬ 
tinued good labor relations, should 
assure us a strong position during the 
increasingly competitive period. 

"We are pleased to report that dur¬ 
ing the past year our employees made 
steady progress in efficiency, particular¬ 
ly during the second half of the year. 
The loyal cooperation of the Com¬ 
pany’s entire personnel during the 
past year is sincerely appreciated. 
The Company completed its twentieth 
year in excellent physical and financial 
condition. We are not unmindful of 
the many serious current problems 
facing our economy, but feel that with 
continued effective cooperation of our 
employees, and with assurance derived 
from a strong position in out industry, 
we hope to continue to lead in our ex¬ 
panding field." 


I numerous to mention. He has always 
lived in Pittsfield and is well known 
among music lovers in The Berkshires 
for his solo work, teaching, and en¬ 
semble work with the Kingman- 
Bullock Irio. In addition, his repu¬ 
tation as a piano timer is great enough, 
so that he is in charge of the piano 
tuning at Tanglewood during the 
Summer Festivals. 

II. Bradford ('.ole — Principal 
of the Bass Section 

Mr. Cole is Supervisor ot Music in 
the public schools of Hoosick Falls, 
New York. After graduating from the 
Ilian High School, Ilian, New York, 
where he majored in music, he attended 
and was graduated from the Crane 
Department of Music at the State 
Teacher's College, Potsdam, New York. 
He later studied the double bass with 
Dr. Samuel Spurbeck. His experience 
includes that of first bass with the 
Potsdam State Teacher’s College Sym¬ 
phony and during World War II with 
the 365th Army Service Forces Band. 
In addition to playing the bass viol, he 
studied brasses with Dr. Charles 
O’Neill and plays the tuba, trombone, 
and baritone. 

George Fiilginiti — Principal 
of the Clarinet Section 

Mr. Fulginiti is a native of North 
Adams and a graduate of the New 
England Conservatory of Music where 
he majored in clarinet. He also 
possesses an A B of Music from Boston 
University. He played bass clarinet 
with the New England Conservatory 
Orchestra under Mr. Goodrich and 
also played first clarinet with the 
Boston University Orchestra. He is 
now teaching at the Drury High School. 
Edward Laniont — Principal 
of the OIkh* Section 

Mr. Lamont originally studied the 
cello. He studied voice and sang 
concert and opera in Europe, South 
America, and the United States, lie 
studied oboe at the Music Conservatory 
in Paris and played with some of the 
leading orchestras of Europe. While 
living in New York City, his orchestral 
experience is that of first oboe in 


under the direction of 
Barlow, Andre Kostelanez, 
others, lie has played many 
engagements at Radio City, Capitol 
1 heaters, and other leading productions 
on Broadway. I le is now a partner of 
Connelly & Lamont of Pittsfield who 
build and repair instruments. 

Harold Currier — Principal 
of | he Bassoon Section 

Mr. Currier has had many years of 
I experience as a bassoonist. During 
World War I, he was band leader of tin 
103rd l . S. Infantry Band and while in 
franco, he graduated from the A.E.K. 
Bandleader’s School at Chaiimonl. 
In France, he studied with Caplet, 
Pillois, and Casadesus. 1 le was former 
solo clarinetist with Teel’s Band in 
Boston and studied at the New England 
Conservatory with Mason, Lenam, and 
Sand. He was first bassoon with the 
Schenectady and Albany Symphonies. 

Douglas Royal — Principal 
of the Flute Section 

Mr. Royal will be graduated this 
year from Williams College. 1 le 
studied under Eric Evans, now first 
flutist with the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra. In 1940 and 1941, he won 
first honors as flute soloist in the 
National Forensic Music Contest. His 
orchestral experience includes the Har¬ 
risburg Symphony, the Lancaster Sym¬ 
phony, the Norfolk Symphony, the 
Williams College Orchestra, and the 
l SNR Midshipmen’s Band of Colum¬ 
bia University. 

L. Virgil Bedard — Violinist and 
Conductor of the Berkshire 
Community Preparatory Or¬ 
chestra. 

Mr. Bedard has been a teacher of the 
violin for many years. He was grad¬ 
uated front the Springfield Con¬ 
servatory of Music and studied with 
Alfred Troemel. He studied five years 
privately with Richard Burgin, con¬ 
cert master of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. 1 le has studied theory and 
conducting at the Berkshire Music 
Center at Tanglewood. Besides pri¬ 
vate teaching, he teaches music in our 
public schools. 


MILNE ADDRESSES BERKSHIRE SAFETY COUNCIL 

Mr. John G. P. Milne, Head of the Sprague Electric Methods and Time Study 
Department, spoke on Time Study 7 and its relations to Safety Procedures, last 
Wednesday evening, March 19, at the auditorium of the Northern Berkshire 
Gas and Electric Company in North Adams. Sixty-nine representatives of the 
industrial firms in this area attended a talk which was not only highly instructive 
but punctuated by original humor which kept the audience amused as well. 

Mr. Milne neatly summarized the meat of his remarks in the form of a semi¬ 
acrostic bulletin distributed to those present, which not only’ made easy reading 
but helped the reader to remember. We will print it for Log readers next issue. 


NEW FORM ATION AT MARSHALL STREET 



This recent photo gives you the opportunity to meet Edward Ducharme, supervisor and Harry Dauh 
at work in one section of the new Formation Department at the Marshall Street Plant. 


ALLEGRETTO, CRESCENDO E FORTISSIMO 
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